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Chair: Uira Ribeiro
Facilitator: G. Matthew Rice (Executive Director)
Community Host: Max Roveri (Community Manager)

Summary

Attendees at the Linux Professional Institute 2025 AGM heard updates from Jon "maddog" Hall on the election
process, Ricardo Prudenciato on LPI's financial surplus in 2024, and G. Matthew Rice on recent initiatives and
community engagement, including the 25th-anniversary celebration and new certification updates. The election
of Ricardo Prudenciato, Henrietta Dombrovskaya, Werner Fischer, Simone Bertulli, and Thiago Goncalves to the
board was announced, and Dan York and Evan Leibovitch were inducted into the Hall of Fellows for their
foundational contributions to LPI and the open-source community. Discussions also covered the use of open-
source software for meetings and updates on LPI and school outreach.

LPI AGM 2025 — Meeting Minutes

e AGM Welcome and Introductions Max Roveri welcomed attendees to the Linux Professional Institute 2025
AGM. Max then introduced Jon "maddog" Hall, the board chair emeritus, highlighting their extensive history in
programming and contributions to open source and LPI. Jon "maddog" Hall took over as the returning officer.

e Election Process and Candidates Jon "maddog" Hall explained the election process, noting that voting
would close at 9:30 EDT. They detailed the two paths for board member selection: through the nominating
committee (non-com) and through membership nomination. For the non-com slate, five candidates were
nominated for two three-year terms, while for the membership slate, four candidates were nominated for three
positions with varying term lengths (three, two, and one year) determined by the vote count.

e Treasurer's Report: Financial Health Ricardo Prudenciato, the board treasurer, presented a report on LPI's
financial results for 2024. Ricardo showed a comparison of gross profit, expenses, surplus, and the balance
sheet, highlighting that LPI achieved a surplus in 2024 after some years of running in deficit. They attributed the
surplus to an increase in revenue from vouchers and well-controlled expenses, indicating the financial health of
LPI. Ricardo emphasized that LPI is maintaining this positive trend in 2025.

e Executive Director's Report: LPI Initiatives G. Matthew Rice, the executive director, provided an overview of
LPI's recent activities and milestones, referencing a publicly available annual report. G. Matthew Rice highlighted
the ongoing celebration of LPI's 25th anniversary and the completion of the essentials tracks, including Linux,
security, web development, and the non-technical open source essentials. They also mentioned updates to the
LPIC 2 and DevOps certifications, the learning materials project (learning.Ipi.org), the approved trainer program
for individual members, and various partner programs.

e Community Engagement and Events G. Matthew Rice discussed LPI's participation in events, notably their
work with the United Nations on a hackathon focused on open source program offices (OSPOs). They also
shared social media and marketing statistics, noting the significant online reach LPI has achieved. G. Matthew
Rice acknowledged the current board members and introduced the Hall of Fellows, which recognizes significant
contributions to both LPI and the broader open source community. They mentioned plans for more community
development and outreach, including forming committees for Hall of Fellows induction and involving approved
trainers in the on boarding process for new trainers.

e Board Election Results Voting for the board of directors concluded at 9:30 EDT. Jon "maddog" Hall
announced the election results based on data from Election Buddy. For the non-com slate, Ricardo Prudenciato
and Henrietta Dombrovskaya were elected. For the member-nominated slate, Werner Fischer, Simone Bertulli,



and Thiago Goncalves were elected, with a tie for the top two vote counts requiring a coin flip to determine the
three-year and two-year terms. G. Matthew Rice noted that two resolutions were approved with 97%
of the vote.

e Open Floor Session: Use of Open Source Software Klaus Knopper raised the topic of using more open-
source software for LPI's conferences and meetings, questioning the current use of Google Meet. G. Matthew
Rice explained the historical use of Hopin and the recent switch to Google Meet due to its expanded capacity
and fewer reported issues compared to other platforms like Big Blue Button and Nextcloud. Kevin Glendenning
added that while Nextcloud is preferred internally, a current ISP routing issue affects users in certain regions,
hindering its use for larger meetings. Fabian Thorns expressed concerns about the user experience of open-
source conferencing tools for a broad audience, citing connection and performance issues. Klaus Knopper
countered that network connectivity is often the primary issue, and Google Meet also uses WebRTC, the same
technology as many open-source options.

e Open Floor Session: LPIC-1 Update and School Outreach Samuel Lenk inquired about plans for a new
version of LPIC-1. Fabian Thorns responded that the focus for the current year is updating LPIC-2, with a
planned update for LPIC-1 in 2026. Werner Fischer suggested that LPI should leverage the essentials exams in
schools to promote Linux adoption, especially with the end of Windows 10, noting the strong presence of
proprietary vendors in educational institutions.

e Hall of Fellows Induction The Board Chair announced the induction of two new members into the Hall of
Fellows: Dan York and Even Leibovitch. The Board Chair detailed Dan York's foundational role in suggesting and
helping to create a vendor-neutral Linux certification program in 1998 and his subsequent contributions to LPI
and the open internet. Dan York expressed their gratitude for the honor.

e LPI's Origins Dan York recounted the beginnings of LPI, starting with discussions on mailing lists and at the
Greater New Hampshire Linux User Group (GNU-NEL). Dan York and Evan Leibovitch connected after being
encouraged by maddog, and a pivotal moment occurred when Caldera Systems approached them about their
certification program. Caldera ultimately decided not to create their own program and instead backed LPI with an
initial investment.

e Growth and Impact of LPI Dan York noted that LPI's first exam launched around 25 years ago, highlighting
the significant growth of the organization since then. Dan York emphasized the power of having an idea and
building a community, which were fundamental to LPI's creation and success. They thanked the attendees for
their ongoing work in building LPI and supporting the Linux movement.

e Evan Leibovitch's Contributions The Board Chair introduced Evan Leibovitch, noting their early involvement
in the Canadian Linux user group and their advocacy for vendor-neutral certification. Evan Leibovitch's house
served as LPI's first corporate address, and they were instrumental in designing the original three-level LPI
certification program. The Board Chair highlighted Evan's diverse background and significant contributions to the
open-source community.

e The Community Aspect of LPI Evan Leibovitch stated that the heart of LPI has always been its community,
recalling a significant event at the 2003 World Summit on the Information Society in Geneva where over 25
people from more than a dozen countries gathered to promote open source. Evan Leibovitch emphasized that
LPI's objective is to help people get jobs in open source and that the certification process facilitates this while
also sustaining the organization. They expressed their delight in being part of LPI and seeing its continued
growth.

e Hall of Fellows Induction and Future Plans The Board Chair officially welcomed Dan York and Evan
Leibovitch into the LPI Hall of Fellows, acknowledging their long-standing contributions. Dan York and Evan
exchanged a note about a future meeting in Geneva, connecting their past involvement with LPI to their current
work. The Board Chair concluded the meeting by thanking all attendees and newly elected directors, mentioning
upcoming board meeting schedules and welcome Kkits.



